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Welcome to learn Japanese grammar, absolute beginner. In this video series, you learn 
basic Japanese grammar patterns and phrases through easy to follow audio and visual 
cues. Here is what we will cover in this lesson. 


Ready? 


Let's get started. 


CELT. (Hajimemashite.) 


Naomi: [EU MDELT, (Hajimemashite.) 


Jessi: [EU DEL TC. (Hajimemashite.). Can we hear a little bit slower? 


Naomi: (&, U, ©, KE. L To (Ha, ji, me, ma, shi, te.) 


Jessi: Great! And one more time at natural speed? 


Naomi: TU DEL T. (Hajmemashite.) 


Jessi: And this means nice to meet you. 


Naomi: Right. You can use this with anyone you meet for the first time. 


Jessi: Right, and that would be the first thing you say. 


CUT. (Hajimemashite.) 


PIELULIEADBINTI, (Watashi wa Kaori desu.) 


Jessi: In this lesson, you will learn a very important sentence pattern. Your first 
sentence pattern in Japanese. 


Naomi: Yes. Okay, so the pattern is, 


Jessi: A is B. That is the meaning in English. For example, | am Jessi, you are Naomi, 
she is Jennifer. 


We have A which is the item being talked about and then we have B which is what we 
identify it as. 


So in Japanese, how would we say A is B? 


Naomi : A(t B Cd. (A wa B desu.) 


Jessi : One more time 


Naomi : A (4 B Gd. (A, wa, B, desu.) 


Jessi : Let's break it down. So we have 


A, followed by 


Naomi: (& (wa) 


Jessi : And then 


B, followed by 


Naomi: © 9 (desu) . 


Jessi: Okay, so the pattern one more time? 


Naomi: A l&B Gd. (A wa B desu.) 


Jessi:So where we have A and B, we can start inserting different words to make 
sentences. 


Naomi: Yes, TEN CFI. (Watashi wa Kaori desu.) 


Jessi :407< L (watashi) means |, and D (Kaori) is her name, h\d5 (Kaori) . So 
we just put of those into the A is B structure. A(t B G9. (A wa B desu.) And we 
get? 


Naomi: Hilda‘ CS, (Watashi wa Kaori desu.) 


Jessi: | am 2‘ (Kaori). Or, my name is h\dD (Kaori) . 


Naomi: You can leave off 72 U(x (watashi wa) and simply say your name plus GF 
(desu) . 


Jessi: So for example, if your name is Ken, you can say either, 


Naomi: Ald Td, (Watashi wa Ken desu.) 


Jessi: Or simply 


Naomi: 77 Cd. (Ken desu.) 


Jessi: To say | am Ken. 


Okay, so up until now, we can use names to complete this A (t B Cd (A wa B desu) 
pattern. But we can insert other nouns, right? 


Naomi: Yes. For example, in place of B, you can also say your job. Mal&/\-T OY FE 
Y. (Watashi wa pairotto desu.) 


Jessi : Which means I'm a pilot. Can we hear the same phrase a little more slowly? 


Naomi : #4, (4. /{10wvk, Cd. (Watashi wa pairotto desu.) 


Jessi : And once again at natural speed? 


Naomi : Mald/\T wh Gs. (Watashi wa pairotto desu.) . 


Jessi : Okay, great! 


Diels TY., (Watashi wa Kaori desu.) 
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your free lifetime account today. Join now at JapanesePod101.com 


